
 

 

Seven Stories Northern Bridge Consortium Collaborative Doctoral Award 
 

Fully-funded PhD opportunities 

 

We are looking for outstanding candidates interested in fully-funded doctoral projects in collaboration with 

Seven Stories: The National Centre for Children’s Books, based in Newcastle upon Tyne. 

Seven Stories is the national home of children’s books. It is a groundbreaking museum, archive and visitors’ 

centre with a mission to preserve and celebrate Britain’s rich heritage of children’s literature.  

As the National Centre for Children’s Books, Seven Stories hold manuscripts, artwork and archival material 

relating to British children’s books from c.1930 to the present day, representing over 250 leading authors 

and illustrators ranging from Enid Blyton to Michael Morpurgo, and correspondence and other material 

from editors and publishers. See http://www.sevenstories.org.uk/collection/authors-and-illustrators for an 

overview of current holdings.  

Seven Stories shares this collection with the public through events in their visitor centre, and exhibitions 

which tour nationally. Through their award-winning creative learning and engagement programme they 

work closely with schools and community groups.    

To take advantage of this opportunity you will: 

 A resident of UK or EU 

 be seeking to begin a PhD in October 2019 

 have an outstanding academic record, including a first degree in a relevant subject and (in most 

cases) a master’s degree either in hand or shortly to be completed OR relevant and equivalent 

working experience 

 have an interest in working on a doctoral project in collaboration with Seven Stories, in one or the 

areas listed below. 

 

Applications for a Collaborative Doctoral Award are invited in the following research areas: 

Children’s and youth literature projects will make substantial use of one or more archival collections at 

Seven Stories. Critical and creative projects will be considered. While the Seven Stories collection represents 

material from the 1930s onwards, proposals on the history of children’s literature, as well as work focused 

on the 20th and 21st centuries, are welcomed. www.sevenstories.org.uk/collection Themes of interest to 

Seven Stories in this application round are: 

 Makers of children’s literature: children’s book history; editing; publishing; education; bookselling 

 The art of children’s books: children’s book illustrations; picturebooks; comics; development of 

printing technologies; art history; visual experience; materiality 

 Childhood and place: national identity; global childhoods; cosmopolitanism; heritage and historical 

fiction 

http://www.sevenstories.org.uk/collection/authors-and-illustrators
http://www.sevenstories.org.uk/collection


 The child and the book: children; childhood heritage; literary heritage; the book as object; memory; 

childhood reading; reading contexts 

Museum and gallery studies projects will focus on Seven Stories’ role as a museum, focussing on our visitor 

centre and touring exhibition programme. Themes of interest to Seven Stories in this application round are: 

 Children and museums: children; young people; early years; museums; galleries; heritage; archives; 

digital technologies 

Creative practice projects are invited in any artistic medium or discipline, that respond to our collections, 

spaces, work and audiences, and could adopt the form of residencies within our venues. Themes of 

particular interest to Seven Stories are: 

 The evolution of children’s books: children’s books; production; experience; distribution; 

experimental practice; participation; collaboration 

 The future of storytelling: storytelling; technology; artificial intelligence; machine learning; 

immersive technologies; interactivity; virtual reality; augmented reality; mixed reality 

In each of these research areas, we particularly welcome projects which explore themes around inclusion, 

diversity and representation: race and heritage; disability; gender and gender identity; sexual orientation; 

age; socio-economic status; religion; culture; children’s rights and human rights. 

 

How to register an interest in a Collaborative Doctoral Award with Seven Stories: 

Potential applicants are asked to select the research area they would like to pursue, and contact Dr Annie 

Tindley (northernbridgedirector@newcastle.ac.uk) to discuss ideas. They will then submit a project 

summary which will undergo an initial assessment in November 2018. Projects selected at that point will be 

supported into the main competition. 

For more information about Seven Stories please explore our website: www.sevenstories.org.uk. 

For queries about eligibility, suitability and for general enquiries please contact 

northernbridge.admin@newcastle.ac.uk 
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